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animals decide whether they want long necks and so
forth, and by concentrating their minds on this aim,
succeed in growing them. Ludicrous as this Buderian
neo-Lam|rckianism is, it has enormous emotional
influence os* the bourgeois mind. It appeals to it so
powerfully that sober scientists, even while admitting
that no atom of evidence can be found for this hypo-
thesis and all lands of evidence for the opposite stand-
point, yet insist on giving it a provisional approval,
because it seems so 'nice* to them To a mind
obsessed with bourgeois concepts of liberty and the
autonomy of the individual mind, such a conception
seems to promise a kind of substitute for the paradise
which determinism denies him.
This would be unimportant if Shaw's Fabianism
did not pervade all his work, robbing it of artistic
as well as of political value. Believing in the solitary
primacy of thought^ all his plays are devoid of humanity,
because they represent human beings as walking intel^
lects. Fortunately they are not, or the human race
would long ago have perished in some dream-fantasy
of logic and metaphysics. Human beings are mounr-
tains of unconscious being, walking the old grooves
of instinct and simple life, with a kind of occasional
phosphorescence of consciousness at tfae summit. And
this conscious phosphorescence derives its value and
its power from die emotions* from the instincts ; only
its form is derived from the intellectual shapes of
thought. Age by age man strives to make diis con-
sciousness more intense, the artist by subtilising anil
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